Social Studies Course Descriptions

12th Grade GovernmentThe purpose of this course is to introduce the fundamentals of American government and
politics, particularly the major institutions and processes. Further, it aims to develop skills and
abilities in analyzing and evaluating issues and public policies in American politics. On the one
hand, this course wants to stimulate interest in American politics and impart tools that can be of
use to all life-long students of politics. On the other hand, this course hopes to develop critical
(that is, analytical) citizens, so that each of us will have examined reasons for the choices we
make as we act in the public interest for the common good.

GRADING
Final grades will be assigned using the school-wide grading scale found in the student handbook.
In general, a total point system is used for grading with tests being weighed the heaviest.
There will be a comprehensive final at the end of each semester.
Late Work Policy
Late work is accepted but points are deducted.

11th Grade U.S. History
History, according to Webster’s dictionary, is “a chronological record of significant events often
including an explanation of their causes.” This course is designed to inform students about who
they are as citizens of the United States and how past events have shaped the world we live in
today. We will concentrate on the historical periods from the Civil War to the present.

GRADING
Final grades will be assigned using the school-wide grading scale found in the student handbook.
In general, a total point system is used for grading with tests being weighed the heaviest.
There will be a comprehensive final at the end of each semester.
Late Work Policy
Late work is accepted but points are deducted.

World History
History, according to Webster’s dictionary, is “a chronological record of significant events often
including an explanation of their causes.” This course is designed to inform students about who
they are as citizens of the world and how past events have shaped the world we live in today.

GRADING
Final grades will be assigned using the school-wide grading scale found in the student handbook.
In general, a total point system is used for grading with tests being weighed the heaviest.
There will be a comprehensive final at the end of each semester.
Late Work Policy
Late work is accepted but points are deducted.

8th Grade Civics
The purpose of this course is to introduce the fundamentals of American government and politics
at a junior high level, particularly the major institutions and processes. Further, it aims to develop
skills and abilities in analyzing and evaluating issues and public policies in American politics.
On the one hand, this course wants to stimulate interest in American politics and impart tools
that can be of use to all life-long students of politics. On the other hand, this course hopes to
develop critical (that is, analytical) citizens, so that each of us will have examined reasons for the
choices we make as we act in the public interest for the common good.

GRADING
Final grades will be assigned using the school-wide grading scale found in the student handbook.
In general, a total point system is used for grading with tests being weighed the heaviest.
There will be a comprehensive final at the end of each semester.
Late Work Policy
Late work is accepted but points are deducted.

7th Grade Montana History
This course is a study of the political, social, economic, and cultural development of Montana.
Topics will include Montana’s native population; exploration by Europeans and Americans,
including the Lewis and Clark expedition; the fur trade; the mining industry and its pursuit of
gold, silver, and copper; territorial politics; ranching, railroads, and homesteading.

GRADING
Final grades will be assigned using the school-wide grading scale found in the student handbook.
In general, a total point system is used for grading with tests being weighed the heaviest.
There will be a comprehensive final at the end of each semester.
Late Work Policy
Late work is accepted but points are deducted.

